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REFRIGERATORS MAY GET EARLIER GREEN LIGHT 


Latest thinking in WPB circles at the “policy level” is that controlled materials should be granted 
first for the manufacture of certain highly essential, difficult-to-make items when the German war ends. 


Mechanical refrigerators would be at the top of this list. 


By giving the green light first to manufacturers of more essential, more complicated items, reconver- 
sion to civilian production would be put on a selective basis. In other words, refrigerators, washing ma- 
chines, and automobiles could get going on their more complex reconversion jobs well before the makers 


of pots, pans, and gadgets. 


It should be noted that this policy has not been “implemented” yet. That means, no “directive” has 
yet been issued. Nor does it seem likely that any such selective-reconversion order will be made public 


until V-E Day. 


EMPLOYERS SHOULD FILE REQUEST FOR CONTINUATION OF DEFERMENT IN ADVANCE 
OF EXPIRATION DATE 


While the chances are all to the good that “refrigerator repairmen” and “refrigerator engineers” who are 
30 years of age and over will have present deferments continued, it is dangerous for such a man or his 
employer to assume that there will be any “automatic” continuation of the deferment. 


it will be wise for employers to check the termination date of all such 2-A deferments, and to take steps 
perhaps 10 days in advance of the expiration date, filing a new Form 42-A and bringing up to date the 
information about the individual’s work, and the reasons why he is critical in his particular job. 


AIRTEMP BUYS STOKOL STOKER DIVISION OF SCHWITZER-CUMMINS CO. 


The stoker business of the Stokol Division of Schwitzer-Cummins Co. at Indianapolis, Ind., has been 
purchased by Airtemp Division, Chrysler Corp., of Dayton, Ohio, and will operate independently of Airtemp 
as the Stokol Stoker Co., Inc., according to D. W. Russell, Airtemp president. 


In addition to acquiring all Stokol patents and trademarks, Airtemp has taken a two-year lease on 

the Stokol plant. J. A. McDaniel, sales manager of the former Stokol Division, has been named vice presi- 

- dent and general manager of the new company, which will continue to merchandise Stokol stokers and serv- 
ice the stokers now in use. 


WPB ORDERS INCREASE IN ALUMINUM PERMITS SHEET MILLS TO TAKE ADDITIONAL ORDERS 
IN APRIL 


WPB on Feb. 8 ordered four companies to increase their combined production of aluminum ingots, 
a total of 10 million pounds a month. Three of the four plants are operated by Aluminum Co. of America. 


Not so long ago the government agencies were worrying about an oversupply of aluminum, but re- 
cently the stockpile had decreased at an alarming rate, with the result that orders were issued restricting 
inventories on strip and sheet aluminum, this in turn affecting its use for civilian goods. 


Now, however, along with its order to increase production, WPB is allowing aluminum sheet mills to 
accept additional orders for April and subsequent months. Some observers feel that this will permit a 
continuing supply of refrigeration products made of aluminum, such as evaporators, with little interruption. 


Reentered as second-class matter Oct. 3, 1936 at the post office at Detroit, Mich., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Copyright, 1945. 
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“CLAIM NEW FINISH WILL MAKE USE OF MAGNESIUM POSSIBLE IN REFRIGERATOR CABINETS 


Prediction that postwar mechanical refrigerators can be made with magnesium and thus be so light in 
weight that a housewife could by herself easily move the refrigerator, was made by N. H. Simpson, chief 
chemist of one of Consolidated Vultee Aircraft Corp.’s divisions, in a talk before a recent meeting of The 
Magnesium Association in Cleveland. 


This will be possible, said Mr. Simpson, through the new war production-inspired protective finish for . 


magnesium, which is said to be the lightest known structural metal. One feature of this newly developed 
finish is that it can be obtained in any color. 


Wide use of magnesium had not been practical previously, it was said, because it corrodes quickly and 
is so soft that it damages easily. However, the new “Convair” finish is now being used on the dorsal fins, 
instrument panels, wing trailing edges, and on many other parts of the new Convair-designed heavy long- 
range bombers, the B-32 “Dominators.” 


_ Treatment is simple: after degreasing and removal of a film coating, magnesium parts are connected 
either to alternating or direct electric current, after which they are rinsed. The finishes are known as 
C.V.A.C. No. 1, A.C., and C.V.A.C. No. 1, D.C., depending upon which current is used. 


The Consolidated-Vultee chemists claim that tests show that the finish, with two coats of paint, is 
more corrosion-proof than others after four coats. Resistance to abrasion is claimed to be 100 times as great. 


The new “Convair” finish was developed by Simpson and Paul R. Cutter, research chemist for the 
firm’s Ft. Worth division. 


Other uses suggested for magnesium are in vacuum cleaners, sofas, dining room tables, and chairs. 


20 ICE COOLED REACH-IN BOXES OFFERED BY TREASURY DEPT. AS “SURPLUS PROPERTY” 


Twenty ice cooled commercial reach-in refrigerators have been declared surplus and made subject to informal 
bidding at the Kansas City, Kan., office of the U. S. Treasury Dept.’s Office of Surplus Property, 2605 Walnut 
St., Kansas City 8. 


The boxes are of 65-cu. ft. capacity with an overall length of 7 ft. 1034 in., width of 4 ft. 5g in., and height 
of 6 ft. 634 in. Shipping weight is 1,650 Ibs. Two storage compartments, each with two doors, are included on 
each side of the reach-in box. Ice compartment is in upper center. At present the boxes are located in the 
Smolan, Kan., area. 


PURCHASING AGENTS WARNED TO USE CARE IN SELECTION OF PLASTICS 


Improper and indiscriminate use of plastics can check the postwar expansion anticipated for that 
industry, members of the Chicago Purchasing Agents Association were warned last week. 


“The only factor which I can see that may retard the growth of this industry would be the misuse 


of plastics,” said E. W. Cronin, of the Plastics Department of E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co., “or the’ 


use of one plastic where another of different properties should be used, or the use of plastic when a metal 
or alloy would have given better satisfaction.” 


The purchaser of plastic articles should determine what properties, such as impact strength, color, and 
dimensional stability, are requisite, he said. Then the plastic which most nearly meets the specifications 
should be selected. 


“There is no plastic that fits all uses,” he declared. “Buyers should keep abreast of new developments 
constantly being made by chemists in the field since substantial sums are being spent in research, not only 
for the development of new plastics but also in the improvement of existing materials and of methods 
of use.” 


SIDNEY WHITT BECOMES CHIEF ENGINEER FOR CORDLEY & HAYES 


Sidney A. Whitt, formerly assistant to the president of Baker Ice Machine Co., has been named chief 
engineer of Cordley & Hayes, New York City manufacturer of drinking water coolers. Before joining 
Baker, Mr. Whitt had been chief design engineer with Fedders Mfg. Co. for several years. 
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MOST ‘NEW’ JOBS MUST BE IN SALES AND _ SERVICE, 
AMERICAN LEGION COMMITTEE REPORTS 


Something like 23 million jobs must be found in the sales, service, and distribution fields after the 
war to maintain a sound economy in the. United States, the national employment committee of the Ameri- 
can Legion declared in a report issued Feb. 12. 


The report asserted that too much emphasis has been placed on factory-type work which will provide 
only about 25% of postwar employment. 


Lawrence J. Fenlon of Chicago, chairman of the committee, said that although the Legion insists that 
in all discussions of postwar jobs the first emphasis must be on jobs for returning veterans, it recognizes 
that “we do our fighting forces an ill favor if in finding jobs for them we leave other millions out of work.” 


Present manufacturing employment is out of proportion because of the war, the chairman said, and 
he predicted 314 million fewer jobs in manufacturing, 2 million fewer in government, and 1 million more in 
agriculture after the war. 


Thus, to have maximum employment, the Legion believes that there must be 1 million more self- 
employed and 7 million more employed in service and distribution. That means that about 42% of all work- 
ing men and women would be in the service and distribution fields. 


These 8 million new jobs would be found by selling—by developing a market for the goods the 
nation can produce, the report stated. 


“We are going to have to really sell for the first time in our national life, or we may become a socialist 
state, with government controlling all production and distribution,” Chairman Fenlon said. ‘We in America 
have never fully developed our selling and distribution, our markets. We have never fully appreciated 
our strictly service fields as an economic factor. We have been bound by the illusion of production 
of commodities.” 


RALPH CORDINER NAMED G-E VICE PRESIDENT 


Ralph J. Cordiner has been elected vice president and assistant to the president of the General Electric 
Co. with general administrative duties as designated by the president, it has been announced by Charles E. 
Wilson, president. Mr. Cordiner has been assistant to the president for the past 18 months, since his 
resignation as vice chairman of WPB. 


A former member of the G-E Appliance and Merchandise Department, Mr. Cordiner has been continu- 
ously connected with the electrical industry since his undergraduate days at Whitman College in Walla 
Walla, Wash., when he was employed part-time as an electrical appliance salesman by the Pacific Power & 
Light Co. 


SAYS DRUGGISTS WILL SEEK BIGGER SHARE OF APPLIANCE SALES 


A major effort will be made by wholesale druggists after the war to move electrical appliances through 
retail drug channels, declares George F. Gardner, executive secretary of the Druggists Supply Corp., a selling 
corporation representing 128 wholesale druggists. 


Pointing out that before the war some 50% of the industry carried lines of appliances, but pushed them 
indifferently, Mr. Gardner said that when peace comes 90% will not only carry the smaller electrical 
appliances, but will sell them vigorously. 


SEARS ACQUIRES COMPLETE CONTROL OF NEWARK STOVE CO. 


Sears, Roebuck & Co., for several years a heavy stockholder in the Newark Stove Co. of Newark, Ohio, 
has acquired complete ownership of the firm, according to T. D. Adams, president. 


The stove company will continue with its war production program and its $750,000 building and 
remodeling program for postwar production of its household range line. 
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HOTELS WANT TO SPEND $33,216,000 FOR POSTWAR AIR CONDITIONING, REFRIGERATION 


Hotels in this country will spend at least $33,216,000 for air conditioning, heating, and ice-making 
equipment as part of a postwar “rehabilitation” program costing $300,000,000, if the U. S. Treasury 
Department grants tax relief requested by the American Hotel Association, says J. E. Frawley, president. 


A.H.A. member hotels of 300 rooms or more will earmark $101,852,000 for overall postwar repair 
and improvement programs; those in the 100-299 room category plan expenditures totaling $133,870,000; 
the 50-99 rooms class plans $56,054,000. 


Air conditioning, heating, and ice equipment scheduled in these categories amount to $13,012,000, 
$15,910,300, and $4,294,000, respectively. 


Because of the scarcity of labor and materials, hotels have been unable to make repairs and im- 
provements, and the money which normally would have been expended for this purpose winds up as taxes, 
says Mr. Frawley. Tax relief now would finance im provements after the war when hotel income is likely 
to drop from present highs, he said. 


FORMER N. Y. MAYOR ‘JIMMY’ WALKER HEADS MAJESTIC RADIO’S NEW RECORD FIRM 


James J. Walker, widely known former mayor of New York City, heads the newly formed firm of 
Majestic Records, Inc., a subsidiary of the Majestic Radio & Television Corp. of Chicago, according to 
Eugene A. Tracey, president of Majestic Radio and chairman of the board of the new subsidiary. Mr. 
Walker had previously been elected to the board of the parent company. 


Majestic Records will maintain studios and offices in New York City and a manufacturing plant in 
Newark, N. J. To establish the new firm Majestic purchased three record companies headed by Eli Ober- 
stein, who will be retained as executive vice president. They were Transcriptions, Inc.; the Classic Record 
Co., producer and distributor of records bearing the “Hit” label; and New Jersey Plastics, Inc. 


CHICAGO STARTS UP ‘SWAP’ DRIVE AGAIN AS 
HOPES FOR APPLIANCE PRODUCTION ARE DIMMED 


Attitude of WPB against resumption of appliance production on any scale has brought about resumption 


of the “swap” campaign to unearth used time and labor saving devices for war workers’ families, under 


the sponsorship of the Commonwealth Edison Co.’s dealer cooperation department. 


The original drive was launched in October, 1943, at the request of WPB after a survey revealed a close 
relationship between the lack of appliances in workers’ homes and absenteeism in war plants. During the 


first year of its operation, the “swap” program netted 50,000 appliances in one year’s time. 


Householders in the Chicago area with out-of-order or unused appliances in their homes will be urged to 
exchange them for war stamps, with Commonwealth Edison Co. carrying the burden of the promotion. 


Dealers will be receiving stations for the appliances, and will repair the devices and offer them for resale. 


ADMIRAL TO EXPORT APPLIANCES THROUGH AURIEMA CO. 


Exclusive export rights for the complete postwar line of Admiral Corp. have been granted to Ad 


Auriema, Inc., New York City. 


With the exception of Canada, all parts of the world are embraced by the franchise, which also in- 


cludes all extra-continental possessions of the United States, except Alaska. 


FRIEDEL NAMED SALES MANAGER OF G-E NEWARK BRANCH 


Robert Friedel is now sales manager of General Electric’s Newark, N. J., appliance distributing 
branch, with headquarters at 85 Main St., West Orange, N. J., reports J. C. Saur, branch manager. 


Friedel joined the General Electric distributor organization in Los Angeles in 1934 and, in 1940, 
became a member of G-E’s electric sink division as district representative in nine southern states. When 
war broke out he became an expediter in the ship fittings sales division of the company. Since June, last 


year, he covered the sales of ship fittings on the West coast. ¥ 
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